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offer you protection. But will it do you any credit? The mission-
aries of old were brave. Trusting that the only true protection
was God's they opposed all obstacles and sacrificed their lives. If
you must go as far as China for the propagation of religion, you
should seek such protection as the godfearing seek and take the
risks which one would take for whom religion is one's very life-
breath would take." Those were the words of an honest and
practical man. You, too, if you wish to serve the people of India,
should go on with your work moving about with your life in your
hand. Whatever the failures or harassment you may have to face,
serve them in a truly missionary spirit.

If you would breathe life into these poor people, embrace the
programme which I have been placing before every Indian today
and enter their lives along with it. Through no other kind of work
can you fulfil the command of Jesus as well as you can through this.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 21-6-1925

116.   INVASION IN THE NAME OF RELIGION

I have received a long letter about the struggle that is going
on in the Lad community. The writer has made an honest attempt
to provide me with lots of information and shown that all pos-
sible steps have been taken to reach a compromise. I am pre-
pared to believe that. But my intention is not to write or suggest
something about the Lad community but to place the thoughts pro-
voked by it before rHindu society.

On the one hand, unification is going on for the protection of
Hinduism, on the other, the weaknesses which have entered
Hinduism are corroding it from within. That is to say, just as a
worm in the heart of a thick log of wood goes on eating it, and,
even if we put a covering on it from above or apply some solu-
tion to it,. the wood will ultimately be eaten away, similarly if
we do not destroy the worm that has entered the heart of Hindu-
ism and is consuming it, no matter how much we protect it from
outside, it will surely be destroyed.

In the name of preservation of the castes, the castes are being
and have been intermingled. The restraints of caste have dis-
appeared, only its excesses have endured. These restraints were
intended to preserve religion, these have now become retrograde
and are now corroding it. The castes should be four in number
but they have become far too many. The castes having become